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Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1 Background to Community and Participatory Planning

According to the Atlas of the Irigkural Landscape (1997), each village is distinctive and
unique. They create a significant sense of regional and local character based on the natural,
built and cultural heritage. This unigque character is created by the interplay of architecture,
streetscag, boundaries, views, landscape features and cultural elements (Dargan, 2013). The
individual elements of these villages make up a set of historic clues that can explain the past
provided we know what to look for. These clues include tales of religiotuyrepueconomics,

vernacular style and climate over long periods of time.

1.2 Durrow Development Forum

For the past 20 years, Durrow Development Fortime lead group in developintnis

Community Plaphave a strong track record of lileringkey projects and programmes for the
0SYSTAG 2F ff AYRAGARIZ f Qa 3INRdzLJA FyR 0O2YYd
representative group for the village. In 2017, the group successfully applied for assistanc

under the Rural Development Programme 2&0R0 for support to develop a five year

Sustainable Communities Plan.

The keyobjective of this initiativavasto secure ax & K BB R Y @A F2 NJ 0 KS T dzi dzNJ
Village. This was to be achieved by:
1. Workingintensively with the community to strengthen and enhance community struc-
tures.
2. Producing a comprehensive Sustainable Community Plan which will inform actions for

future community development of Durrow village.



3. Identifying project proposals and preparingesifications for future funding applica-

tions.

Figure 1: Some members of Durrow Development Forum, June 2018

A successful plan for Durrow cannot deal with spatial aspects in isolation from the social,
economic and environmental context. @dirticular importance is the process by which

decisions are made and who makes them. The more people involved in decision making, the
more accurate and broad ranging the information base and the higher the chances of reaching
genuine agreement on key issibecome. Therefore, participation by local people in the
process of developing the plan becomes as important as the plan itself (Tipperary Institute).
Since the mieR000s, a significant shift in the need to secure meaningful public participation

has takerplace at an international, European and national level.

The guiding principles used to assist with this community planning process included:



The plan was developed using an action planning model
A commitment to working in an inclusive way
Adopting an itegrated approach to sustainable planning

The Plan needed to be clear and accessible

o & w0 N RE

The Plan should devise structures to support its implementation

This Community Plan will provide significant assistance for decision makers and a context for
future planning, enabling an accurate and informed assessment of the potential impacts of

new development proposals.

1.3 Consultation Process

Extensive preplaring took place to ensure appropriate representative views were captured

and collated at a public consultation meeting which was held on tfeJaBuary 2018. The key

aim was to recruit broad representation from community groups, businesses and elected
representatives. The workshop covered the preparation of a local resource audit, a SWOT
Analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) and an indicative priority Programme

Action Plan.

Recruitment for the event was undertaken with the assistanded! social media, local
newspapers and extensive one to one telephone contact with many of the above stakeholders.
A follow up workshop with members of the Development Forum was held on th&ébruary

2018. A number of follow up telephone interviewsre held with individuals who expressed

an interest in elaborating in more details their views on the future of the area. A number of

written submissios further aided the collation of key information and views for the plan.



1.4 Summanffindings of Resource Audit

Theme
Economic

Social Capital

Community

Natural & Built Heritage

Resource

Employment Opportunities

Quality of Local Businesses

Bespoke Auction House

Range of local hospitalities, eateries & accommodation
5* Hotel

Central Location

Good connectivityl{uses, taxis
Residential homes are affordable
Numerous points of interest

Limited dereliction & No ghost estates
Good Broadband Service

Financial institutions have been retained

People

Community Ethos & high level of Volunteerism

Strong Local Sodilledia Platform

High Quality Festivals (Scarecrow & St Patricks Day Festiv{
Range & Quality of Sporting Clubs

Range & Quality of Community Groups

Community Playground

Cycling Routes

Community Employment Programme
Extensive range of events

Central Green is the heart of the village
Community Servicesngals on whee)s
Umbrella Community Structure

Good quality primary schools, playschools & childcare servi
High Quality Walké&e.g.Leafy Loops)
Post Office

Library

Fire Station

Natural Landscapée.g. Rivers, Walks, Woods)
High Quality Built Heritage

Heritage(Tangible & Intangible)

Durrow Castle

Fishing




1.5 Strengths, Weaknesses, ThredaBpportunities

The summary views of attendees at the public meeting, telephone interviewees, written

submissionss show below.

Strengths Weaknesses

High Rates of Volunteerism & Community | Lack of befriending service

Spirit Signage cluttering on approach roads
Natural Resources Carpooling taking up valuable central car
Location spaces

Local Services (banks, post o Lack ofacilities for older teenagers & old
Employment Opportunities People

Range of festival & events Limited Police Presence in village

High Quality Broadband No public toilet

Strong Local Social Media Platform Loss of Civil Defence Service

Lack of designated business/industrial parl
Limited Public Lighting

Limited Public Transport

Limited land banks to develop new rea-
tion projects

No local housing for the elderly

Lack of Hostel

Opportunities Threats
One way traffic system Rural Crime
Retirement Village / Supported Housing fo| Flooding / Climat€hange
the Elderly Business Rates
New Community CCTV Initiative Drugs & AntiSocial Behaviour
Develop signage strategy for all approach | Security of CES
roads Speeding
Seeknews uses for old Civil Defence & Old Volume of Traffic
Methodist Church Future of vital service@ost office, banks,
Maximise usage of existing community cer| hospital, library)
tre
Completion of the Square Project
Develop Community based car parking sol
tions
Dredging oRiver& Repair of Old Bridge

1.6 Location

Durrow is a beautiful, small town in the south of Co. Laois close to the bortteCw. Kilkenny

with a rich built heritage and natural environment.
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Durrow Area: Co. Laois

Figure 1.1 Location Map of Durrow and its hinterland
The earliest recorded mention of the area was in the fifth century, as the reputed birthplace of

St. Benedict (Durrowrchitectural Conservation Area (ACA) Study, 2010).

Durrow is located in the fertile lowlands of Co. Laois, between the higher lands of the Slieve
Blooms and the Castlecomer Plateau. The town is surrounded by Countryside that is hill in

character(Figure 12).
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Figure 1.2 Aerial View of Durrow and its hinterland to a 3km radius

The River Erkina flows through Durrow before it joins with the River Nore on the eastern side
of the town. There are important protected habitats folarts and animals along the rivers,
knowas PecialAreas of ConservatiogfSACand Special Ptection Area(SPAJSeeFigure 13).
Durrow is also enriched byature trees and wooded areas that enhance the character of the

setlement.
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Figure 1.3Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas around Durrow

The town follows a street pattern that dates back to the 18th and 19th centuries and is
developed around The Squate green space in the centre of town. The northern side of the
Syuare has many fine Georgian buildings, while commercial buildings are located on other

sides of the Square. Buildings in Durrow are typicaBysforeys in height (Figure }.4'he
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